
Describe your project? What do you want to do? Keep in mind the projects must benefit 
SWDC be inclusive be apolitical and be something that can realistically be implemented 
within three to six months for $1000.  
 
I'm a D.C. native who's been a South West resident since 1981.  I've also owned and operated 
a craft business - "Not Your Average Jo" for about 20 years.  One of my major creations are 
decorative wreaths for interior and exterior home decoration for holidays or other occasions.  In 
addition to using new materials, I prefer to use recycled materials when I can.  In that way, I use 
something that's already special to a client to create a new something special--with 
memories.  This is especially appropriate for remembering lost loved ones.  I'm also a 
trainer/educator. Too many young people don't have the opportunity to create anything with 
their hands--they're too busy pressing keys on a screen. Arts and crafts education in DC Public 
Schools is basically non-existent. What I propose with this grant is to gather a group of South 
West young people (12-18) to teach them how to create these decorative wreaths.  They will 
have fun, learn a new craft (which they can create for themselves with their own  materials 
later), and create something that will be used to contribute to our community.  The intended 
recipients of the wreaths will be senior citizens living in South West.  The goal is to create a 
minimum of 50 wreaths to be given to our senior neighbors.  The RCR South West has multiple 
purposes: 1) to engage young people in South West in a creative, community-based project; 2) 
to each young people how to use recycled materials to create a  simple art project; 3) to give 
back to the seniors in our neighborhood by providing them with a wreath for their homes. I 
would like to collaborate with existing South West community organizations to identify wreath 
recipients and help deliver them. 
 


